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Landscaping your
outdoor spaces

A well-designed laudscape 15 pleasiug
and functional, says architect Sangeetha Mayur

ust like the rooms inside, the ex-

terior of vour home convevs vour

personality ¥ou can transform
outdoor space from blah to breathtal-
ing; with cozy seating arrangements,
greenery, lighting, and more, A well-de-
signed home landscape is assthetically
pleasing and functional. It offers pleas-
ure to the family, enhances the neigh-
borhood. and adds to the property's re-
sale value.

Homeowners today are increasingly
dravwn to adding outdocr rooms for en-
tertaining and recreation on their prop-
erties. The most delightful experience
15 created when vou think about the en-
tire space and the overall effect vou want
to achieve than limiting yvour ideas to
trees, shrubs, and grass, These outdoor
living spaces widely include the porch,
patios, decls, kitchen gardens, roof gar-
dens, screening walls, outdoor lighting
and decorative water elements that in-
clude waterfalls, ornamental pools &
splash pools and transitional gardens
that show demand for both sustainable
and low-maintenance designs.

A few pointers that will help vou cre-
ate a personal landscape that reflects
yvour family's wants and needs and al-
lowrs for growth and change in the fu-
ture.

Understand yvour
site and its environs

Sun and Shade: By knowing the di-
rection of the sun at different times of
the vear you can determine where trees
will be needed to provide shade in the
surmmer and where yvou will need open
areas to allow the winter sun's ravs to
heat the house and outdoor living areas.

Soil: Many places are confronted with
the difficult task of landscaping in "ur-
ban =oils,"” which may include mortar,
bricks, sheetrock, plywood, plastic, and
other leftovers. It 1s important to clear
up all construction debris and assess
the top =oil quality and depth for effec-
five greenery

Sights and sounds: A walk around
VOUr property toses what you see in var-
1ons directions is an important factor.
When standing on the front step, do vou
have a pleasant view? What do you see
from the deck in the back vard? Also,
take note of any objectionable noises
that oceur often. Mote the good and bad
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views and the sources of noise to locate
the various outdoor activities,

Assess your family activities and
locate the use areas

[dentifying vour personal needs and
wants will help you create a landscape
that 1= aesthetically pleasing, enjovable,

and functional for your family.

Determine the aceess to the house
such as walloways, driveways and park-
ng areas, discover family activities such
as outdoor entertaining - cooking, seat-
ing, children play area, get together &
recreational spaces and allocate main-
tenance areas for storage of garden tools
and vehicle equipments, pet kennels
garbage bins, clothesline ete.,

Public, private (family), and service
futilityy areas can usually be defined in
residential landscapes by categorizing
these activities, and dividing the site
into several separate areas, each serv-
g a specific purpose but all combined
into the overall design.

Blend hardscapes and softscapes

The objective 15 to create good visual
relationships between the features on
the site and the site itself. The creative
spaces should reflect the priorities sei
by yvour family to satisfy its aesthetic
values and functicnal requirements hat
include both plants and construction
materials,

The softscape include specimen &
group planting and edible landscapes
with kitchen gardens and fruit frees that
provide aesthetics and privacy The hard-
scape 15 aclhieved with the use of varied
energy efficient practices and con-
struction materials. The combination
of the hard & soft scapes 15 an integral
part of the residential landscape.

Adopt sustainable and low-
maintenance practices

Uze of native, drought resistant and
appropriate plants suitable to our cli-
mate and adding edible plants to the
kitchen garden helps to achieve low
maintenance, Composting vard debris
and using your compost as =oil amend-
ment helps to improve the quality of the
urban =soil. Drip/water-efficient irri-
gation, rain water harvesting tech-
niques help to conserve water and
choosing a permeable paving for the
driveway and walkway surfaces allow
for water to penetrate thus recharging
the ground water tables, Use of recy-
cled construction materials, solar pow-
ered water heaters and lights helps to
conserve energy and contributes to the
gresn environment.
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